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>: 1—Fornes Forxrics. th jose 

unos +6 the Anglo-Ohinese Convention; the ‘Hitvarta (Calcutta 

sree on gt age Janua: " observes nt Britis 


„Government in spite of their ‘concluding’ a treaty 
with Tibet, are yet anxious to secure the assent: of the Chinese Government. 


— 7 * 


will not be the case with the Anglo-Persian treaty, still it 
2 le — our Government may be put to some trouble. The Shah of 


Persia has not much influence in Seistan ; and Russia, too, on her parts is some- 


t depressed. It is therefore likely the Shah of Persia will not have recourse 
5 fight with the Afghans. Bome people say that Russia is in trouble 
just now. But who can say that in 4 short time hence, she will not be 
pre to wage a war? At the nt moment, the Afghans have 3 
enabled, through the assistance of the Government, to seize on a part of 
Seistan. But the Persian Government is not ea with this arrangement. 
His Highness the Shah is oe to sign the treaty. If the British ern 
ment make no change in the settlemen 


it is certain that the Shab will be 
displeased with them, and if he receives Russian assistance, it is probable 
that a fierce war may break out in Central Asia... < a ont ee Bi 


» 


Herv ARTA, 
Jan. 28th, 1906. 


2. Commenting upon the Statesman’s article, dated the 26th Janu , last, Romama-1-MoxaD- 


on Colonel MacMahon’s award re 
Col. MacMahon’s award. boundary, the Roznama-i-Muka 


[Caloutta] of the 2nd February 


ing the Seistan 
| Hablul Mateen 


a settlement was necessary on political grounds. 
permissible for an umpire to ; 
to arbitrate. But we see that neither Russia's contemplated extension of her 
railways to Bunder Abbas nor the MacM¢ghon award respecting the waters of 
the Helmund can affect: Persia’s sovereign right over the disputed lands. We are 
therefore bound to say that either the Stafesman has not understood the question 
or Colonel MacMahon had some ulterior dbject in view. We do not admit that 
the object of the MacMahon award was toſcheck Russia's further advance, because 


that object could be attained by other mains than the giving eg of the old 
2 


Seistan to the Afghans. The Siatesman’s angry attitude against Persia and its 
ruler in connection with the Seistan question: bespeaks something else than the 
avowed object of the Commission: The fause of the Shah’s seeking the proteo- 


tion of the Russians, to which our contemporary alludes, must be no other than 
the indifference of the English in dealing with their old ally. On account of 


the Anglo-Persian agreement, Persia, instfad of helping Napolean the Great in 
invading India, declared war with Russig. The cause of Persia’s going over 
to her old foe, leaving her friend England, therefore, must be due to the 
shortsighted policy of English statesmen} Fnmity 
so much harm to Persia as her friendship fvith the Engliss. 

3. In connection with the Chinese pycott of American goods, the Hindi 

Awakening of Chin. Bangard I Talcutta] of the 

trampled under foot, and therefore scorned and shunned, shall one day rise 
from its fallen condition, if it learns toktand upon its own legs instead of 
looking up to others for help. Daca | 


I1,—Houe ADMNISTRATION, 
(a) 


4, In commenting upon the death 


A Sanyasi shot dead a 
— 8 5 1 


MWe. 


says :—Our 
| „ „ that it has beep informed by a zamindar of Wazira- 
bad that three white shitaris shot a Sanya wey We ase not surprised at this 


intelligence, for it is a common practick with Englishmen to kill n tive: 
when out hunting. But now that the new va, e on fo Kill: natives 


the Government to institute an inquiry intf the matter. 


says that the Statesman has had the audacity 
not only to find fault with the court of Persia but also to say that: to arrive at 

But we ask how can it be 
ea sharejout of the property about which he is 


with Russia has not done 


5th sg ial 
observes :—Isthere any doubt that a nation, though 


the a Sanyasi by a bullet from a white 
shtkari, the Hitarta [Calcutta] of the 28th January 
ntemporary the Panjabi writes, 


has got currency, it is proper for 


Das HaBLUL Manx, 


Feb. 2nd, 1006. 


Cuarnv Mist, 
Jan. 30th, 1906, 


Bankura Daran, 


Feb. ist, 1906. 


Sanzwan, 
Feb. lst, 1906. 


along 


Dar Hrra va i, 
Feb. 2nd, 190. 
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5. The Charu Mihir ¶Mymensingh] of the 30th January writes that thefts 

5 are seriously on the increase in the village of 

Tuefts ins village in Mymen- Chhatrapur, three miles south-east of the Kotwali 

singh. Thana. During the last week four or five houses 
were entered into. In none of the cases have the police got any clue. 

6, The Bankura Darpan [Bankura] of the lst February writes that whil 
the District Superintendent of Police of Bankura 
and Babu Amritalal Ghosh, Inspector of Police at 
' Vishnupur are both men distinguished for their 
of manners, Babu S 


An allegation against a slice 
4 * 


co urya Kumar Bose, the daroga of the Vishnupur 
thana, when a gentleman called to see him, the other day, instead of receiving 


him politely, called out move away, move away.” | 
7. The Sanfivani [Calcutta] of the 1 st February writes as follows on 
* Police heroism in Calcutta. ¢ Police heroism ”:— 


At the close of the Town Hall meeting yester- 
day, thousands of persons left the hall, and, uttering Bande Mataram proceeded 


the west and north of Government House on to Old Court House Street, 
Thence along the east of Dalhousie Square, they turned towards the east passing. 
the Police Office at Lalbazar. When they 1 gpry the Bowbazar thana, 
a number of European constables with whips and a larger number of native 
constables with lathis, suddenly fell on them and began assaulting whomever 
they found, Babu Jyotis Chandra Samajpati came to us from the scene of the 
occurrence with the information that the police had assaulted we f ns and 
had arrested a few. Accompanied by Babu Satvananda Basu, (Vakil, High Court), 
and Jyotis Babu, we went to the Bowbazar thapa. A native and a European 
police officer were present in front of the thana. We enquired of the European 
if there had been any riot there and if any youths had been arrested therefor. 
He replied that there had been no riot but that a number of people had been 


passing along with music and had fied when their music had been forbid- 
den by the police. We therefore proceeded to the Lalbazar Police Office 


where the officer on W the gate informed us that nobody had been brought 
in there under arrest. We returned to the scene of the occurrence and from a 
number of local gentlemen learned that the police had suddenly marched out of 


the thana and began assaulting the passers-by on the streets. They had heard 
the wails of the ussaulted persons and had seen with their own eyes the police 


belabour them. We personally saws man whose clothes were stained with 
blood from the assaults to which he hed been subjected. A number of other 


rsons also came up and. showed to ustheir marks of assault. One gentleman 
had cuts on the skin of his head and of his neck. His injuries were severe. 


We do not wish any further to detail the oppressions of the police. Bat 
we enquire what sort of heroism on their part is. What kind of heroism: 


is it to fall all on a sudden with sticks on thousands of unarmed persons. Have 
they reflected on the consequences of the.lesson they have taught the people by: 
suddenly pouncing on them at night and belabouring them? , 3 

If they had fought in day light, F they had fought after warning the people 
to come prepared with lathis, then they might have claimed credit. But as 
it is, let them reflect how despicabls their action was and repent, 

8. The Datly Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 2nd February writes as follows 

» f eis Oe eading “ Anarchy in Calcutta; oppres- 

the peace at Bow Besar in sion by the police” :— 
Calcutta. On the evening of Wednesday last at about 
7-30 F. u., a party of youths were returning from the Town Hall meeting by 
way of Lol Bazar Street and Bow Bazar Street. As they were passing by the 
Bow Bazar thana a number of contables armed with lathis of different 81208 
suddenly fell on them and began belabouring them mercilessly. Some even 
laid ‘about with their belts. We bear that three European officers of Police 
acted as directors of this assault. Or other occasions the gas lamps in front of 
the thana remain lit all night. But et the time of this incident somehow or 
other they remained put out. No les than 20 or 25 youths have been injured . 
by the assaults of the police. Babu Jogindra Lal Nundi of No. 95, Champs- 
tala 2nd Lane (a clerk at Messra, Ociavius Steel and Company's), Babu Kanal 
Lal Chakravarti, and five or six others have been seriously hurt; some have got 
their arms broken, others their head split. The people who live in the neigh- 


minted measure at this 2 
at they never | before saw 


pourhood of the thana have been 


gulm by the bo ee All declare Jawlessnes 
7 Wi ear 15 the authorities of the an, W 


table peop le wee witnedses of “ibe 
* With reference to the reported. ian 1 the peace near 1 38 7 
than an the evening of, the J lat ee last, - 
Alleged orn on weyfarets by Daily ly 


Hilavadi outta] of ard February 
in Calcutta. ection at it 5 eth the soe to 3 fa 
respectable men secretly as the in case, there wo 
2 8 of poe oondas in Calcutta to punish them tor their sin. The ene would 
be ce to follow the same paths that 15 take. 


Referring to the reported breach of the ce at W Bazar 

* raga Calcutta, the. fie ot of the e ach 
r an e e gays that those who are eye- witnesses of 
0 the incident unanimously maintain that it Was 
policemen in plain clothes who beat innocent boys and young men. Have the 
police authorities enquired why the street lights nearthe Bow Bazar thana were 
extinguished at the time of the occurrence f Does Sir Andrew Fraser support 
the conduct of the Calcutta police in the many cases of friction which. 4 
lately taken place in the city between that body and students? If not, why 
is no step taken in the matter? There is a limit to the patience of the 
students also, and serious breaches of the peace’ m ay be the ‘consequence of 
future oppressions on the part of the pplice. It is hoped that His Honour 
will appoint a Commission to investigate t matter. If any wrong is done by 
students let them be punished in law courts} 


11. Referring to the above case, de same e paper of the 7th February 
says— 

The reported breach of. the It has trangpired that a number of lice. officers 
ee ee are implicated’ r the case and complaints’ will 
soon be brought against these wicked men. We take this op portunity of 
giving a timely warning to the authorities. If they do not at once ‘take up 
the investigation of the case, the public vill do it for them. They oie th 
know that already the popular leaders feel he greatest difficulty in keepin 
excited masses under control, so that if the ice N. in ng bebiave like gooudlds 
matters will not be allowed to go on smoot ag police will gorda a 
responsible for any breach of the peace wi ich Ee siete in n this connection in 
future. They are mean-minded cowards pho think that they can rule the 


people by force. They know not how serious the * of such 
thoughtless use of force may prove. 


12. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the nd February writes that after the 
pine recent reported broach of break up of the Town Hall meeting on the 31st 
8 January last, Mille the students returning from it 

were passing ht a offices at Lal Bazar 
certain European and native policemen } — en on them and began 
assaulting them right and left with their bels whic hey had taken off for the 
the lads. One Jotindra Mohan, 


purpose. A hurried flight then ensued amoge 
of No. 79 Muktaram Babu’s Lane, and Habu Nibaran Chandra Sen, B 


Head Master of the Agunsi Dwarkanath 
assaults for enquiring why they were bein ; assaulted at all. One young man 


has been sent to hospital. With calculathn and cunning the police put out 
tho gas lamps near * scene of the occ 


severe enough, an 155 drew no blood a d ‘took off their belta, so, that’ they 


could 2 be identifi 
f aper concludes insisting 
caders who are begging for favours at the ands of Government that has been 


the cause of this assault on the students The organizers of the meeting, if 


they have any particle of mental strength Ind self-respect left in them should 
again parade in front of the Lal Pater olice Omen with shouts of Ba 


canard and 7 court for themselves is same experience which 47 7210 
proper expiation. 
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Ammo- Soma, 
Feb, 2nd, 1906. 


Danr Hitavadil, 


Feb. 3rd, 1906. 


KHULNAVASI, 
Feb. 8rd, 1906. 


DalLy Hrravapr, 


Feb. 5th, 1906. 


' Damy Hrravandl, 
Feb, 7th, 1906, 
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3. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 2nd February point 

' that, 2 a result of a meeti lately hold to 2 
Tb Hindus and the Musslmsns zider the question, a class of Musalman labourers 
gee ae near Kushtia, who hitherto ate rice cooked. by 
Hindus and carried to the cremation ground. logs of wood to be used for tho 
burning of Hindu corpses and whose females used to husk paddy in Hindu 
liouseholds, have now ceased to perform these offices for their Hindu neighbours 
and alleges that this has enraged the local Hindus who may now try 
to have their revenge by the institution of false charges against the 
Musalmans. 


14. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 3rd February writes that man 
bathing ghät nuisance people have a habit of loitering on the foot- 
: ae onthe north side of the Hooghly bridge, at its 
western (Howrah) end where there is a bathing-gh&t for females below and 
gazing on them as a perform their ablutions. This is specially the case 
on occasions of Hindu festivals. ‘The writer calls for police interference in 


the matter. : 
15. The Khulnavasi [Khulna] of the 3rd February writes that two gan 
| | me E are terrorising the villagers of —— 
Lare in two villages in mara and Dingsipara in the Bagerhat thana of 
| Kilns, An appeal is made to the authorities for 
ess. 


16, A correspondent of the Datly Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 5th Febru- 
| od reports two cases, one of murder and the other 
pry of starvation, murder and of syicide, occasioned by starvation in the Backer- 
. district. In the first case, a Musalman 
inhabitant of the Saranga village near Barisal town, unable any longer to see 
the sufferings of his famished family killed his children and surrendered him- 
self to the District Magistrate. In the second case, the same cause led one 
Kailas Karmakar of the Amrajuri yillage to commit suicide by hanging himself 
from a tree in a field near his house. The village Chaukidar lodged informa- 
tion of the occurrences in the Katkhali police outpost. Babu Umesh Chandra 
Sen Gupta, Jamadar, came on aua and ordered a wayfarer to lower the 
hanging corpse. The man refusel to obey and on a show of compulsion ran 
away. Afterwards the deceased’s sons were threatened in various ways. 
Incidents like these are frequenily occurring in this part of the country. 
Cases of theft are occurring every night. The police is behaving shamefully 
everywhere. „„ ay doy 
17. A correspondent of the Datly Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 7th Febru- 
says that at 11 A. M., on the 4th idem, a respect- 
passenger was vilely abused and insulted by two 
police constables on board the ferry steamer Howrah. The gentleman 
was standing on the lower deck of the steamer along with other passengers and 
when asked by one of the constables to leave the place he refused to do so as 
he had a bicycle with him, which he could not leave there, When the steamer 
reached the jetty on the Calcutta sile, one of the constables said something in 
the ear of a police servant who appeared from his dress to be a head con- 
stable, and instantly the latter qied out “‘salako thappar lagao” (slap the 
sala). But fortunately the constables were prevented from carrying out 
this order by the Police Inspectœ in charge at the place, who curtly told 
the head constable that it was not tie latter's business to abuse or insult any 
passenger. ae : 5 
The editor says that it is really astounding to hear of an ordinary police 
constable abusing a ble man in the above manner. It was most 
probably the latter’s knowledge of recent case in which another respectable 
man had been sentenced to imprisohment for a friction with the police on board 


An alleged case of police ulm. “hie 


a ferry steamer at the same place which prevented the gentleman on the present 


occasion from losing his temper. But an affray would surely have ensued 
if the head constable’s order had besn carried out. And then the law court 
would surely have punished the géntleman on the charge of having obstructed 
a police servant in the eS of his duty. Is it the intention of the 
authorities that the police should be supported even in their wrong doings? © 


* 
4 
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(8)—Working of the Courts. | veh wat 
aticing th temporary rary appointment of the Hon’ble Mr. Justi 
18. In noticing . a ; ‘Justice, the Are deal 5 
chiet Justiceship of the the 28th January remarks:—It is a pity that the 
ne che Hist after all not 
ing to be tem ily appointed the Chief Justice of the High Court, during 
8 of the Hon lo Mr. Maclean, the permanent incumbent. __ 

19. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 3rd February says that the post 

| of the Chief N ogy A M 

The Chief Presidency Magis- Police Court which form 
trateship of Calcutta. 


agistrate of the Calcutta 
erly used to be filled by 
members of the Calcutta Bar, is now being filled by 


a Civilian, But. a Civilian cannot be happy in dealing with the able pleaders 


and barristers who attend his Court, neither are the litigants well pleased 
with him.. The authorities will therefore see their way to appoint an able 
barrister to that ; Lous | | 3 
20. A ——— of the Daily Hitavadi | Calcutta] of the 3rd February 
says that considering the manner in which law 
A complaint against the present Oourts are dealing with cases in connection with 
te the swadeshi movement, they 
called Courts of Justice. Not only in Eastern Bengal, but even in the City of 
Calcutta, official oppression has become rampant. Every day people hear of 
some such case as that the police is beating everybody in the street or that 
a Magistrate has fined the students of a school or that a Subdivisional Officer 
has punished an innocent man on the pretext of having obstructed the sale of 
English piece-goods. But in such cases people get no justice in the law 
courts. Every one knows that no Magistrate has the right to fine school 
students as such; that no public servant can order a person’s house to be searched 
unless on strong and sufficient grounds; and that no Judge has the right to 
remark that if the police could send up the case in some other way he could 
send the accused to jail. But these things are freely going on. Is it not then 
the eee of the authorities to oppress the people and destroy their 
When there is no hope of getting justice in the law courts, what is the use 
of seeking it there? The ancient system of having disputes settled by punchayats 
should be revived in villages. Law courts are very costly, and we derive no 
benefit from the money which we spend in litigation conducted before them. 
But if the punchayat system were introduced, the fines that would be 
realised by panchayats might be applied to works of public utility. The 
English law courts should, therefore, be boycotted, as far as possible. 
Repectable villagers should explain the subject to ignorant people. If 
Government will not give us justice we shall not seek justice from it. Not 
a farthing should be paid towards the support of such Courts of Justice as 
pee injustice. If such Courts are boycotted, Government will be com- 


pelled to be just. 


21. The Sanjivant (Caloutta] of the Ist February writes that Mr. 
Hallward, the Director of Public Instruction in 
Eastern Bengal and Assam, is already notorious 
n _ enough for his bad temper. The other day, in the 
course of a visit of inspection to the B. L. School at Serajganj, he spoke of the 
Secretary to the Committee and of every member of the Committee as most 
dishonest and mendacious. ‘If the Secretary and members of the Committee 
ad hall cowards, let them immediately seek redress in the Courts for this 
22. The Dacca Prakas [Dacca] of the 2nd February complains that the 

A complaint against the office Office of the local Divisional Inspector of Schools 


An allegation against Mr. 
Hallward. n 


of the Inspector of Schools, has not this year, according to the practice of former 
Dacca, | years, sent for publication in its columns the results 
User Pas of the last Middle English, Middle Vernacular and 
ee rimary Scholarship examinations, which, according to its information, 


eady been communicated to the various schools concerned. A request 
for a copy of the results from the editor of the paper elicited a reply dan. the 


can no longer be 


Daur HirTavaDi, 
Feb. 3rd, 1906. 


SaNJIvani, 


Feb. 1st, 1906. 


Dacca PBAKAS, 


Feb. 2nd, 1906, 


Dar Hrravant, 
Feb, 3rd, 1906. 


CHARU Mm, 
Jan. goth, 1906. 


Feb, 2nd, 1906. 


1 | iad 


14 — * a eg eer ees 8 — 0 . <> ak ee? . . 
5 2 8 * . 
; a * 1 A RR 9 " ae * * a * e rr 
' : at pee, Ae 4 r * * N „ ; Re pes N 3 — “a 
n * N cane bey SF N * . * mm AR - a re 8 - eho 
ee es ee . eles or — : Soe — Ces “oe . a 3 erst be es ~ «2 ies + . 2 “ 2 — el — n e mae ro — ms N pall hac 
sete — . 98 a. oo... nae ery a Mi N . 12 „ ti <a een eee 3 ones — — ee * —— ~ . 2 n . 22 : * 8 . 
1 SE a AE RE III I 8 = ms K > we 12°F 1 — eh 4 te “ > & 8 — 4 r y > 2. 5 sg . : n „ * Neri. 
fate mer AE ap BBP RAEI n — — — ee . 1 * * a * N 1 * * oy one. * * * Rs 2 je Tee 2 ABI Se aX * 2 7 d 5 ’ . d R 2 oom a. oye — ** 
~ * * 7 = 4 , * — * ~ < * > N . 8 . * 7 * 9 95 N - 3 ap > * 2 2 * * An § > a 2 1 2 pins? Oa te 7 ~ . : ~~ 
| 1 N * 2 x n * Ra 0 0 st : : 1 2 oes SP Se a ee n bhi DOT ee Dh a ; rie > = : , , ' 
2 2 — * 1 > N J > 2 Carve: Ba > N 2 ie ~~ > 
K J : aS 5 1 7 0 ; r — —— . — 2 ee n . = 
* * * 4 228 . = J = : * — Cor eee vr corns > re 1 A . 2 
. ad i : 4 s — — * 8 * 8 8 — * 
—— 2 e do Hin she r aA . n . 8 


Daur Hrravant, 
Feb, Sch, 1906. 


* 
* - iri Ay * * W e 8 0 


* * 8 * a ee Se ; 2 NN 
. . 
an? Sais : n r 
n 
i a 
7 9 = «y~ ‘ 7 5 
— * 5 A * 
J e N - : are > Ne ° 4 n 
. * 88 e . W * 1 1 . — : se pat agg = 5 : — . ben 
oe a la a n : . ' * * ante * f 2 * * f : , 5 n 
é — . * „ : * . : 2 — ; * 2 : — — Se . i . ; . : 
‘ 8 4 aoe N * Te hp: : : 2 * sad 2 1 * . . — 7 . 
-~ . 2 * — 8 ; 2 8 2 5 5 —_— - — — ae 8 q * * * 8 a 1 — 
; <M cz. — , r : 5 5 1 : se eye 3 Lo NO RA n — x ̃ Sy te — — — “ * 0 
= ng , , — 0 8 2 : - b iste . cule n 
1 " 2 n ‘ x 8 - 4 N wn nat ’ * * N : * —— gta N 
cage Hog Be LP ie: 1 : : Fred oe 2 * RR — * 8 Sey, — . . 28 : adie te 2 * e f 1 es 
* . e — ** 9 „ a " : N 5 N 8 e N. Nr SE Pee * oe © 7, N * 
— Sf. — ae 8 . : 5 N 
: . : > 
5 
* 


. Ex eee 


— 
e e eee ens 8 


a ng AP * 
“ 2 — s¥ 3 
i 
Ral ES 4 fi 22 


nn 2 


Act to the Education 


An all 


ion against the In- 
e ae, Dhow." re 


of shouts of bande mataram 


bande mataram, and that the Head Master of the school is to send in there 
khatas to the Inspector, with a certificate accompanying each that the writing 
out has been done by the student concerned ‘without anybody else’s assistance. 
: The paper concludes with the following remarks :— Coe | 
Is there nobody there to sst himself to bring this Stapleton to his . senses? 
It is not possible to save the crops on a field from a furious bull by the use 
of reason alone. The bull: will never be restrained unless the owner of the 
field appears club in hand. I the students are to be made worthless in this 
fashion in order that they might study in an aided institution, then there is 
no need of such education; and the sooner such aided institutions disappear, 
the better. The students will probably write to Stapleton to tell him that 
an order like this is indicative of his folly and presumption, and that they 
will not obey it. Let the authorities bestir themselves quickly about chas- 
tising those reckless fellows, disgraces to their families, who by issuing such 
orders lead the way in breaking the peace. Otherwise theirs will be the 
responsibility for the disquiet: which is sure to arise out of this incident. 


(€)—Local Self- Government and Municipal Administration. 


24. The Charu Mihir {Mymensingh] of the 30th January writes that this 
The health of Mymemaingb. ear many thousands have died in Mymensingh 
from cholera, and the disease is still raging in 

many parts of the district. Facilities for medical assistance are rare almost 
allover the district; water-scarcity is an annually recurring difficulty. The 
means of communication are inadequate, and the rivers and water-courses are 
drying up. Several villages are in the grip of malaria, and crime and 
lawlessness are on the increase; and, to crown all, ‘the shadow of approaching 
famine is becoming darker day by day. | | 
25. With reference to the remarks in the Government Resolution on the 

_ General Administration Report of the Presidency 

dares hd N. of Jessore, Murshi- Division for the years 1900-01 to 1904-05 
regarding the health of the Division, the Hitavadi 

[Calcutta] of the 2nd February writes that something more than the mere 
expression of a hope that in future years, with the wider adoption of sani 
measures and a more extended system of drainage, this unsatisfactory condi- 
tion may be very largely mitigated” is called for to meet the necessities of 
the grave situation disclosed. For instance, the public would have been glad 
to know if a quicker rate of progress in sanitation was intended to be adopted 


in the future than in the past. . | | 

26. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 6th February points out that 
the small-pox epidemic now raging in Calcutta 
Oahu. epidemic in claims the largest number of its victims in the 
Eolutola, Padmapukar and Jorasanko sections of 

the town, and that its European section enjoys almost absolute immunity 
it, and attributes this state of things to the different sanitary conditions of the 
two quarters brought about by the unjust allocation of the municipal fands to 
their respective necessities, er err Tee Mena Ee aes 


3 


( 109 ) 
(g)—Railways and communications, including canals and trrigahon, 
27. ‘The Manblu (Puralia] of 


the 90th January writes that at * n reer, 

e night of the 28th January last a Eurasien 
... at Amoaol Staton, while inspeking 

a passenger's ticket, attempted to defraud him by returning him a used 

up ticket in exchange for the one he bad just given up for inspection. 

The passenger raiséd a cry for the police, whereupon the Station Master. 


appeared on the scene and hushed up the affair. 


The 3 concludes by stating that there are man railway employ és at 
0 


Asansol w 80 


t passengers into trouble as soon as they find an opportunitxʒ. 
28. Tho Medini Bandhav {Midnapore] of the 3lst January writes that an Baxpuay, 
the through train which runs from Asansol vid . lst, 1904. 
A -sailway coenpiaint. Midnapore to Howrah could not take in any 


assengers at Midnapore station on the Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
see as the N es were already overcrowded, and that this is not the 
fret time that such a thing has occurred. The paper concludes with a sugges- 
tion to the railway authorities concerned to put ona number of extra 
carriages*to this train. | od | 
29. The Bankura Darpan (Bankura! of the 1st February makes the Bund Dasras, 
| 3 : following complaints and suggestions in connexion . 1*, 19%. 
The Bengal-Nagpur Railway. = With the Bengal-Nagpur Ra — fe : 
05 The station platforms on the Bankura section of the line are too low, 
and should be raised to the level of those on the East Indian Railway. 
(2) A system of return- tickets should be provided for intermediate. olass 
assengers. 
8 (3} The fare per mile for passengers towards Bankura should be reduced : 
from re present rate of 3 pies to that of 23, pies as in the case of passengers - 
towards Bombay. 5 9 
(4) No waiting accommodation is provided on the stations on the Jheria- 
Midnapore section. Even first and second-class passengers have to.do without 
waiting-rooms at places like Onda, Chapra, &o. : 
(5) The roofing of the station houses consists at present of corrugated- 
iron, and requires to be either supplemented by wooden planking below, or to 
be entirely replaced by ordinary tile and mortar work, 
(6) The lines require wire fencing on their sides. 
(7) There are a number of holes along the part of the railway line lying 
within the limits of the Bankura Municipality, which require to be filled up. 
(8 A station should be opened at Ramsagar. 
(9) Delays of eight or ten days often occur in the transit of goods between 
Armenian Ghät and Bankura town. This should be reduced. 
(10) The tariff rates for many articles should be reduced. me 
30. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 3rd February complains that amr Hrravaut. 
OAS ae ae hese ihe, eee the third-class and intermediate-class “Darbar n 1, * 
e the carriages” daily coming into use in larger numbers : 1 
f ; on the East Indian kailway labour under the 3 
oisad vantage of having only. one door for the exit of the 30 or 35 passengers 
that each carries, and suggests that this defect should be remedied when new 
darriages of the kind are under construction. : | | om nh 
31. A correspondent of the Birbhum Hitaishi [Birbhum] of the Sth Buna Hrralsat, 
A suggestion regarding the F ebruary Suggests that a modification of the Feb. dth,.1906. 
Indian points on the Kast existing timings, so that the early morning trai 
: way. 0 51 80 g train 
f could arrive at Bolpur at 6 A. u. and the 10-30 night 
erate sont 8 Rampur Hät by 7 Oelock, would greatly be to the conve- 
C 
madpur stations who have to transact business 
with the Courts at Rampur Hat and ‘Suri, respectively. 


(h)— General. ae | 


32. The Pratintdhi [Comilla] of the 10th January writes that the fact = Prarmmut, 

Sir B. Fuller at Comilla. gg educated | . Comilla did. 1 en Jan. 10th, 1906. 

8 _ in the reception accorded to Sir B. Fuller 

on the occasion of His Honour’s late Wat to that place is not to be 
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Jan. 26th, 1906. 


HITVARTA, 


Jan. 28th, 1906. 
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Jan. 28th, 1906. 


HitavaDl, 


Feb. 2nd, 1906. 


HITAVARTA. 


Jan. 28th, 1906. 
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taken to mean that their loyalty is inferiur to that of any ether sections 
of the King’s subjects. The, truth is that their minds are in a state of 
annoyance, excitement and pain in consequence of the partition, and with 
minds in such a condition, one, cannot, with a full heart, join in festiye 
welcomes. r had any idea of showing disrespect to Sir B. Fuller, 
who perhaps would have acted more prudently if he had postponed his tour in 
his new domains until the excitement of public feeling, consequent on the 
partition, had quieted down a little. ee Te 
33. The Soltan [Calcutta] of the 26th January says that the Government 
| of Burma has done a great wrong to the Musalman 
Bahadur Shah's tomb in community by rejecting their prayer for permis- 
e. sion to repair the tomb of Bahadur Shah in 
Rangoon. This act of N says the writer, is more befitting a nation of 
barbarians than the English of the twentieth century. Iu their treatment of 
Bahadur Shah in the last days of his life, one is put in mind of the English ag 
the nation whish committed inbuman 2 on Napolean in his last days 
in St. Helena. However that may be, Hr. Abdus Salam Rafiki has determined 
to move the Parliament in the matter of Bahadur Shah's tomb. It has been 
roved beyond dispute. that Bahadur Shah had nothing to do with the Sepo 
Mutin . Lord Minto is prayed to consider th» matter and earn the gratitude 
of the entire Musalman community in India by granting them permission to 
repair the tomb of the last Musalman Emperor of India. 
34. The Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 28th January says that that part of 
: the Madras Citv which had hitherto been called the 
22 change. Black Town” will henceforth be designated 
‘‘George Town” as announced in the Madias Government Gazette. This 
action on the part of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales is very 
satisfactory. aa | ' 
35. Referring to the proposal of the Calcutta and Bombay Chambers of 
ange Oe Commerce, submitted to the Government of India, 
* suggesting the substitution of a uniform rate of 
duty on cotton cloth made into apparel or not, the Hifvarta [Calcutta] of the 
281 January has the following :— | 


If the duty on British. cloth is remitted or ‘reduced, the. British manu- 
facturers would be able to sell their goods at a cheaper rate in this country, 
which will have the effect of nipping in the bud the native industry still in 
its infancy. The sole object of the English weavers in trying to obtain a 
reduction of duty or of the working hours of the mill operatives is to enable 
them to compete successfully with the weavers of this country. 3 

In many instances the Government, in spite of their being Government 
of India, try to seeure the selfish ends of England. Had this not been the 
case, why should the Government have moved heaven and earth to uproot the 

lant of. swadeshi agitation which we are watering with our very lifeblood? 
Should the Government of India lend their ears to the prayers of the Lanca- 
shire weavers, English cloth will sell very cheap. We shall then have to resist 
the temptation of a cheap cloth, else our misery will know n» bounds. 
36. The Hitavadi [Caloutta] of the 2nd February opposes the recent 
official proposal to reduce the rate of the import 
wtenten alain pose | on shirtings to the level which prevails for 
12 5 atte - cloths, on the ground that if sanctioned, it will 
injure the home trade in chintz that has grown up in Comilla, Goalundo and 
elsewhere. 47 5 

37. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 28th January, in its article headed 

J “Government of India and the Statesman,” quotes 
see, Fovermment and the the press opinions published in the Stutésman during 

the week, and concludes as follows: 3 

The Hon ble Mr. Risley is one of the principal Secretaries of the India 
Government, but we must say that Mr. Ratcliff, the editor of the Statesman 
newspaper, will not like to change places with him. The incident calls to mind 
the reply given by Mr. Black, the editor of the Morning Chronicle, to the then 
Prime. Minister of England, who reminded him of bis own position and wondered 


* 
> * 


that Mr. Black had not asked any favour of him. 


() 


b. Black said that he knew very well that he was the Prinie Minister of 

. but he (Mr. Black) 2 * never oe ny favour of any one, and would 

to change places with the Prime Minister. 

5 38. the & ‘Sri Vishnu ge ary Bazar Patrita [ Caloutta] of the 
* ° 264 e 

The Government of India and the late 1 

the Statesman. : 


mt between the Government of India 
and the Statesman newspaper of Caloutta:— 

We now see that patience, calmness and dignity are about to disappear 
altogether from the councils of our Government. Government is inclined to 
make its power felt by exhibiting subburdusttem on the least provocation. That 
Government has great’ power is not unknown to anybody. But truth and 
justice can never be suppressed for all timé by arrogance, a a 

The official information usually supplied to the papers is not of a nature 
the non-publieation of which can affect the existence of a journal. Such 
information is a superfiuity, and the papers would be rid of unneccessary matter 
if it were not published. Then as regards the advertisements, those who run 8 
ne per for the sake of money are d The conduct of the 


espicable creatures. TI ; 
Government towards the Statesman has humiliated the entire press of India, and 

a strong agitation should be got up at once on this juestion. rig" 
39. In the same connection the Bharat Mitra [ Caloutta] of the 3rd 

5 Februsry has the following: 

The boycott of the Statesman The note for the publication of which the 
A Statesman was punished contained remarks mostly 
reflecting upon Mr. Risley. The Government Resolution under the hands of 


Ist writes as follows with reference to 


that officer has therefore not come with a good grace. Lord Minto's oval 
of such a procedure has shown a great weakness of mind on His Excellency’s 


rt. Lord Curzon’s note was a sort of censure onthe Secretariat work, but 
Ford Minto instead of taking the Secretaries to task for their fault, thought fit 
to punish the Statesman, Can there be a col proof of weakness than this ? 

40. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh } of the 30th January writes: 

It seems asif the evil influence which was 
hitherto ruling over the fate of the swadeehi 
movement has at last been removed. We cannot 
say if the opinion which Lord Minto expressed on the swadeshi question in the 
course of his reply to the address of the Indian Association has produced any 
alteration in the views of the Provincial Government, but we do see that the 
keen hatred which the officials at first showed towards it is gradually disappear- 
ing. In reply to the address from Musalmans at Mymensingh, Sir Bampfylde 
Fuller admitted that the swadeshi agitation would benefit the lower classes of 
the population. We are pleased to hear such sentiment from the lips of Sir 
Bampfylde. We have repéatedly insisted that if it is the policy of the British 
Government in India to do good to the Indians, then Government cannot take 
up an attitude of opposition towards the swadeshi movement. Thanks to the 
influence of this agitation, we see at the present moment signs of awakening 
amongst the artizane of this country. It is uncesirable that this awakening’ of 
our own countrymen wil! inflict a serious loss on the English commetcial:and 
industrial classes. But for how long more will Government continue to ignore 
the interests of India for the sake of the interest of men of their own race? 

Probably the experience of a few months has convinced Sir Bampfylde of 
his mistake. Everybody has been reassured b 


ydod y the favourable. way in which, 
as regards the swadesht movement, he expressed himself at Mymensingh. We 
trust His Honour will put the curb on the unrestrained ways of the magistracy 
and the police of the new Province in this matter, neh 


41. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 4th February says that it is afte 
a 


Sir Bampfylde Fuller and the 
Swadeshi agitation. 


| : eep slumber, extending over many centuries 
Rr the: Mradetbt thee the Damesali cease guahendial tea cande at love 

and respect for their mother-country. Where is 
the man who can 


cat it 50 Pcs ~~ the or = that 8 How 
o prevent a whole nation from crying 
Bande Matar respeet from | others one must. deserve 
mprylde Faller know why he has to labour 80 hard for 
from the inhabitants of Eastern Ben 


gal? Has his long 
tiled to impart to him a knowledge of the 
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Indian character? Does he not know that it is really very easy to draw respect 

from Indians? Surely not! It is only because his promotion to the Lieutenant: 

Governorehip has made him forget himself and adopt a crooked. policy of 

Government that he has been obliged to go about begging respect. The 
e 


authorities are payee to discontinue the use of force for the achievement of 
their purpose; because force, although useful in crushing enemies, is complete! 


useless when applied to dependants. There are thousands of ways by which 
the submission of the lo nations of India can be achieved. Have all the 
oppressive measures adopted by the authorities for suppressing the Swadesh 
movement proved successful? Force is completely useless in such matters. 


PALLivasi, 42. The Pallivasi [Kalna} of the 31st Janu suggests that as with 4 
Jan. Sixt, 1906. i bifurcated Province, the visits of Lieutenant. 
A suggestion. Governors to the districts within their charges are 


likely to become more and more frequent, the Goverament of India should. 
insist that such visits should not henceforth be accompanied by any formal. 
ceremony, and should be informal as those of District Magistrates and Divisional 
Commissioners. At any rate district officials should be strictly forbidden from 
— any part in getting up any formal reception, which should be a matter 
entirely at the discretion of the local pablic in each case. ans 
43. With reference 4% Lord Minté’s'tour in Bihar, the Sanjivani — 


8 „ dt the lst February suggests that it is conne 
WW V a a as fey into a separate Lieute- 
nant-Governorship, and concludes by expressing ita belief that Bengal will not 
remain in its present divided state. a4 
Hrravant, 44. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 2nd February expresses a hope that 
Un the appointment of the Assam Labour Commission 
am wabour Nomis" yill result in the abolition of the present contract 
system, the existence of which, in its opinion, constitutes a disgrace to 
overnment. 5 . | 
Daity Hitavabl, 45. With reference to the recent Gevernment Resolution on the General 
Feb. 2nd. 1906, 


al Administration Report of the Presidency Division 
Dirisos 0 e endene? for the years 1900-01 to 1904-05, the Dasly Hitavadi 
[Calcutta] of the 2nd February writes that this 
report discloses the fact that, broadly speaking, with the sole exception of jute, 
all the other arts and industries of the Division have undergone a decline. It 
is not difficult to account for this decline. It is not that the artizans are 
lacking in skill, but that they are unable to compete with foreign manufacturers. 
Government has provided sufficient facilities for the sale of the products of 
foreign industries ; while it has practically done harm to this country by taking 
up an attitude of oppression to the Swadeshi movement. | 7 . 
Then as regards the health of the Division, the outlook is extremely painful. 
Drainage and a pure water-supply are both matters of immense expense, 
beyond the means of the people themselves. Government, again, is not prepared 
to spend sufficient money for the prevention of malaria. Is then, district after 
district, to get depopulated ? Is it not the duty of Government to look to the 
life and property of its subjects? It is to be hoped the budget for the coming 
year will make some additional provision for the prevention of malaria. 
8 46. The Mihir- o- Sud haar [Calcutta] of the 2nd February praises Maulvie 
Feb, 2nd, 106. Amin-ul-Islam, the new Depitty Magistrate at 
aiitbt Mahim Chandra Ghose, Basirhat (24-Parganas), as a most impartial judicial 
hat officer, and writes that his predecéssor, Babu 
Mohim Chandra Ghose, was.a Musalman-hater, who 
inflicted zulum and eubburdustee on the residents of the subdivision in order to 
raise funds for a boarding-house aud a tank which he got constructed and n. 
after two Divisional Commissioners, respectively. Then, again, it is the general 
idea that it was Mohim Babu who was at the root of the fuss that was made 
about the Swadesh agitation in different parts of Basirhat. On the 16th October 
Mahim - Babu personally had the rah thread tied round his wrist, and his sons 
paraded the town with the.same badge on their arms. And it may be that 
under a hint from Mohim Babu Swadeshi meetings were held at Baduria, 
in the Basirhat subdivision, through the efforts of the Lagpectos and 
Sub- Ins tor of the thanas and a certain Musalman Honorary Ma trate. 
Mohim Babu also seemed unwilling to take any notice of the oppressions of 8 
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Hindu zamindar of Basirhat upon his r Musalman xaiyate over the sale and 
purchase of country cloths and karkatch. it gutta) moa 


Caleutta] of the 3rd Februar ry 3 | that u rumour unnd M. rng, 
. ee eo > got 4 that the new and the old Bengal pep, sra, 1906. 

4 ramoar aboutthe reunion of with the exception of Bebar, Orissa and Chota 
hand rules regarding the formation of the Legislative Council of the New 
Provinces have also been published. No one therefore knows what the “policy 


of Government is. 


nt of the Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 3r4 February, mee 
48. A corresponde N e te Nien pend ie 33 Banass a 
Government’s pleas for Parti- regarding the Partition of Bengal — —ͤ Attys! 

tion examined. We say yore ae boot Pee 1 bu t *. 

‘als do not admit this, In his Dacca speech, Lord Ourzon, said :—" The 
—— however, that is chiefly filling your minds is evidentl that of the so- 
called Partition of Bengal, although that is not exactly the ph that I vhould 
employ.” But he did not explain why he should not. In a recent speech in 
England, Lord George Hamilton, too, said that it would be a misnomer to 
call the change introduced in the administration of Bengal by the name of 
Partition“, because, he said, the change was not a partition, ; but only a 
duplication of the administrative machinery. Lord George said he would 
call the dismemberment of Poland and the making over of its several parts to 
different countries Partition, but the calling of the change introdaced in Bengal 
by that name was a mistake. But neither did Lord George Hamilton tell 
us why it was a mistake. Bengal has been partitioned by metes and bounds 
just as a family estate is between two brothers. The two provinces have 
now separate Lieutenant-Governors, separate establishments, separate revenue 
rolls and their expenses, too, have been separated, Why then should we 
not call it a partition ? Will the authorities kindly explain why they are so 
unwilling to call it by that name? 


The partition is now an accomplished fact, and Government has said a 
good many things about it. Still we have failed to see the necessity for it 
and that for the following reagons :— : 


(1) The Government’s first argument in favour of the partition is based on 
the large increare of population in Bengal. But one fails to see how this 
increase of population necessitated the creation of a separate Lientenant- 
Governorship. The increase of population has, in the first instance, increased 
the work of the Postal and Police Departments. But that increase of work can. 
be well coped with by increasing the number of peons, constables, clerks, 
Inspectors, post offices and thanas, and it cannot possibly increase: the burdem 
of the head of the Provincial Administration. Increase of population bas, 
also, no doubt added to the work of some other departments, such as the law 
courts and the Educational Department, but to cope with this all that is 
necessary is to increase the number of law courts and judicial officers, in the 
one case, and of schools, teachers, and Inspectors, in the other. The truth. 
in that the increase of work entailed by increase of population can be effectual] 
dealt with by increasing the subordinate establishments without adding — 1 
to or increasing either the work or the responsibilities of the supreme oon - 
trolling authority. _ Increase of population may add to the work and réspon- 
sibilities of a Patriarchal Government, such as the Government of the Jews was 
in the olden days; but the British Government in India is not a Patriarchal 
Government, and the increase, if any, of the Lieutenant-Governor’s. work 
which has been brought about by increase of population ean. only. 
require the appointment of able men as Secretaries, or, at most, an increase 
in their number. The very plea of Government that the. increase. of 
population has necessitated duplication of the supreme controllin authority’ 
shows: that the spirit of the British Government in India is chan; 


3 
autocracy. Indeed, we strongly su | | en e . Oe 4 
been effected not N gly suspect that the Partition of Bengal has 


increase of population, but because the authorities: 
r Be give up the old system of administration based on law, justice and 
erateness und to introduce an autocratic rule. „ 


Dave Hitavandt, 
Feb. 5th, 1906. 


Dar Hrravapti. 
Feb, 4th, 1906. 
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(2) In his Dacca speech Lord Curzon referred to the bad condition: of the 
Dacca College in the following terms :— Pr. 
It cannot be doubted that if a new Province were created there would be 


development of local institutions, and that this would be.a source of unqualified | aac 


thé le. Everyone knows that, under the present system, the Dacca College has 

a g AG. Profesbors have en Sou and underpaid and progress has languished. Thee 
that a fresh start is being made there, as I said in a ceremony in which I took part 
yesterday, but in a new Province that experiment will have an even greater prospect of 
gucccess. 


Again, on the occasion of the laying of the foundation stone of the new 
college buildings: 

Further, there are no play grounds for the physical recreation of the students, * * * 
there is no hall or buildings as a meeting ground for intellectual intercourse, where the 
professors and the students can mix together and get to know each other well, above all, 
the most crying evil, amounting almost to a scandal in the present situation, is that more 
than half of the students live in wretched boarding-houses in the town, many of them 


unlicensed and uninspected, not always kept by the best of characters, and amid insanitary 
and undesirable surroundings.” 7 


By these utterances Lord Curzon wanted to imply that the bad condition 
of the Dacca College in particular, and, generally speaking, all the defects in 
the administrative machinery of the Province were due to the fact that the 

rovince stretched to a very great distance from its capital, making it impossible 
for the Lieutenant-Governor to keep an eye on every part of the machinery. 
But if the Dacca College was in a bad condition on account of its distance 
from the seat of the provincial ruler, why were the Hooghly and Krishnagar 
Colleges, which are situated so near Calcutta, in a similar plight? The 
truth is that the Dacca College and the Hooghly and Krishnagar Colleges, 
also, deteriorated not because of their distance frum the seat of tne Lieutenant- 
Governor, but because the Government in the time of Lurd Mayo changed its 
educational policy amd wanted to devote more money to lower education at 
the cost of high education. , 

Indeed, under the system of government prevailing under British rule, 
the plea of distance urged by Lord Curzon in support of partition has no legs 
to stand upon. ; : 

49. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 5th February says:—All the 

5 misdeeds of Sir B. Fuller in Eastern Bengal have 

VRT failed to compel its inhabitants to accept the parti- 
tion as irrevocable. This is proved by the fact that with the exception of a 
few sycophants they have refused to welcome him as their ruler. A few 
zamindars may have been obliged by fear of official displeasure to pay respects 
to His Honour, but at least they sympathise with the feelings entertained b 
the masses in this matter. Respects paid through fear have no value at all. 
But Sir B. Fuller is not the man to give up his case so early. He is trying 
to establish a Legislative Council in the new province. If the inhabitants of 
Eastern Bengal elect members to sit on this council, their action will imply 
an acceptance of the present arrangement as permanent and Sir B. Fuller's 
purpose will be served. They are, therefore, warned against this trick 
on His Honour’s part. There are, of course, traitorous sycophants inthe country 
who will be only too glad to secure a seat on the new council, but all really 
honest and patriotic Bengalis in the new Province will, it is hoped, keep 
themselves entirely aloof from the matter. 

50. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 4th February writes as follows: 


The Regulations, which have eared in the 

t Assis : ) gu , which have appeare 1 
4 25 State India Gazette, dated the 3rd idem, “as to appoint- 
for India. ment of Assistant Engineers by the Secretary of 


State in 1906” contain the proviso that every candidate must be a British 
subject of European descent,” so that no native of India, the much prized 
dependency of the British crown, will be able to offer himself as a candidate. 
Many Indians have atthe present time permanently settled in England and 
are, therefore, British subjects. But the above proviso excludes them from 
the privilege of candidature. A Portuguese or Spanish firingi, domiciled in 
—— worse will be eligible asa candidate, but not a British Indian subject. 
Will the newly elected Liberal Government of England allow this shameful 
state of things to continue during their regimé ? 


1 35 
' eee dent f the D 7 Hitavadi Calcutta of the 6th F. ebruary Dasty Hrravam, 
n. ee ped tat one 2 get N. deed registered at — Feb. eh, 1906 
Complaints from Jalpaiguri. the Jalpaiguri Sub-Registry office without going 
to and fro for four or five days, A new Sub-Regi office at Patgram 
f Id be a great convenienee. 3 
ey rar ie 25 calle of the delays and harrassments to which people 


are put when transacting business with the Jalpaiguri Treasury office. 


V.—ProsPects oF THE Crops AND CONDITION OF THE PLOPLE. 


a e Pallivast Kalna] of the 31st January hears wails of famine ve, 
1 bis rem) . from all sides before the festivities of the “ 51-6, 1906. 
— | Royal visit are well over, even as the Royal 
visit on the previous occagion was the foreruuner of a similar calamity. 
The paper calls upon Government to take early action in this matter, failing 
which many untimely deaths will occur. Let Magistrates personally enquire 
into the terrible conditions which prevail in every village, enquires by the 
inferior police being unreliable. ! 
53. The Bankura. Darpan [Bankura] of the lst February writes that Bawcuns Danrax, 
any’ many apprehend a scarcity of food this season in Feb. Ist, 1906. 
Apprehended scarcity in Bankura. Bankura. The outturn of the crops in the district 
has not been a bad one, but exports are going on on a large scale, with the | 
effect that all food-grains are steadily. increasing in price. ! 
54. The Sr Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika (Caleutta] of the 88S nn, 


Prira-0-ANaNDA 
Distress in Eastern Bengal. 


lst February says that it has received reports Basan Patna, 
Backe 


ene regarding the prevalence of severe distress in the b. lst. 1906. 

r e, Dacca, Mymensingh, Sylhet, Chittagong, Rangpur, Dinajpur, 

Bogra, Faridpar, Barisal, Rajshahi and certain other districts, The pinch of 
scarcity is being felt in almost every house. Many people are even unable to 
procure two meals a day. Bengalis are naturally so shy and sensitive in 
the matter that they would rather die than speak of their distress to their 
neighbours. It is rumoured that a few cases of suicide have already occurred 
among the poorer people of Eastern Bengal. | | 

It is doubtful whether Government keeps information of all this, and 
whether zamindars will care to enquire into the present state of the porn he 
It is, therefore, incumbent on all middle-class people to see that their neigh- 
bours do not die of starvation. oy : ä 

55. The Suhkrid [Noakhali] of the 2nd February warmly praises Sonmsp, 

Distress in Noakhali. Mr. Clayton, the new District Magistrate, for eb. 2nd, 1906. 

5 baving taken action on the complaints of distress. : 

among the agriculturists, published in its columns, and for having deputed 
two Deputy Collectors to make tatavi advances. 

The paper also points out that as these advances are intended only for 
those who possess land, something should be done for the relief of the landless 
labourers, who are equally the victims of the prevailing distress. = 

56. The Dacca Prakas [Dacca] of the 2nd February publishes a letter Dacca Pax. 
Famine in the Dacca district. ht rly | os P dire * F 
: part of the Manikganj subdivision in Dacca which 

lies between the. Padma, the Jumna and the Dhalbewasi. 
57. The Khulnavasi [Khulna] of the 3rd February writes that this season, 8 
Reported distress in Khulna. | 22 consequence of excessive rainfall, the yield of 
oh 25 erops has not been, on the average, more than an 
eight-anna one, which may be regarded as already ear-marked for the payment 
of the Government revenue and the mahajan’s interest; so that the cultivator 
2 that he has no surplus to fall back upon. Then, again, the rabi-khand has 
een almost an entire failure. It has therefore become a source of intense 
1 to the peasant how he is to pull through for one whole year. About 
cartoon: e of the families in this district depend on monthly incomes 
my 2 Rs. 10. Considering how very high prices of necessaries have 
2 y become, it would become difficult for the people of this place to 
procure a subsistence and maintain their respectability. Malaria and cholera 


are always present in the districts of K . . 
pox too has made its appearance, by hulua and J ere, and this year small 
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The paper concludes. with a suggestion that as a 
precaution, the export of rice from 


Dacca Gazerrz, 58. The Dacca Cena Renee 


Feb. 5 h, 1006, - 
The state of the rice trade in 
Eastern Bengal. 


ow engaged in beying 3p rice at hig 


trade, rich mahajans are n ice af high 
az much to say that 


u 
E verified from an examination of the local papers. It is the mahajans 5 


tolerated by Government on the plea of the impropriety of interference with 
free trade. e | : a 
eis VI.—MisceLLaneous. oe me 
Litrasta, 59. The following passages are taken from a letter alleged to have been 
Jan. 26th, 1906. m. ned ee de “written by one Manoranjan Guha from Giridih to 


the Hitvarta Calcutta] of the 28th January: 
Many people never dreamt that Government would interfere with the 
swadeshi movement in this open and shameless manner. I think we shall 
have to leave our movement to improve our home industries to success through 
highhandedness and oppression, want and criminal proceedings. We were not 
doing our duty in this connection with our whole heart, hence Providence is 
trying to whip us into the right course. is <a 5 
The fear of rebellion put forth by the Government is only a pretence. 
The Government officials are acting like so many brokers in trying to revive a 
demand for foreign goods in order to ruin our industries. They pretend to 
act in the interest“ of the public to protect the sellers of foreign goods from 
picketers. Men like these are called civilized pretenders. A police officer 
who never repairs tu the scene of an occurrence even 24 hours after a theft or 
robbery has been committed there, appears immediately on hearing of half a 
seer of foreign salt being picketed. The Government have made it perfectly 
clear to us that if the people of England are affected in the least by our efforts 
to save our life, no means, whether involving force or fraud or cunning, will 
be spared to deal with us. | | 
The sense of disaffection against the Government created by the doings 
of Mr. Fuller and his subordinate officers is a thousand times more than can 
be created by the efforts of disloyai orators in ten years. | 
MIDI Baxpaay, 60. The Medini Bandhav [ Midnapore] of the 3lst January writes: 
Jan, let, 1906. It is certainly the aim of Government to save 
: the people from poverty and scarcity of food. The 
same is the noble object of the swadesht movement. So if we can provide for 
means of livelihood for our countrymen, far from committing sedition, we 
should rather be showing loyalty to Government and assisting it in its own 
work, But one point we must pay special heed to. While we must indeed 
try our best to give up the use of things of foreign make, the idea should not 
by any means be allowed to enter the mind that this resolve of ours 18 
actuated by any hatred for the English or any other nation. The swadeshi will 
never be permanent if it is to awe its origin to hate, and even if it were, it 
would then do us far more evil than good. Sg | 


The swadeshi movement. 


BaNDaTss 61. The Sandhya Calcutta] of the lst February takes the Caleutta, Tow 
Feb. let, 1906. Hall meeting of the previous day as a most Bis 
* Calcutta Town Hall national humiliation, implying a withdrawal en 


re the part of the people of from the. position 
of challenge and defiance towards the English, which they had taken up by- 

their late resolve to boycott British manufactures. The paper cries shame 

on the organisers of this meeting for not having dared to bring up the ques 

saupur,, tion of the swadeshi agitation in connection with the resolutions. et 
62, With reference to the Calcutta Town Hall meeting. of the 31et 
January last, the same paper quotes Babu Bepin 
Chandra Pal as expressing the hope that: such 2 
Sane neeting should be held, and that a wave of senti- 
ment and agitation such as alarmed the Government officials in the munths of 


The late Calcutta Town Hall 
meeting. N | 
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Bindra and Aswin last, should again sweep over the country. The object 


of this meeting should be to awaken the swadeshi spirit, to strengt 


e 
‘wows, to encourage self-reliance, to re-publi he proclamation of 
r 2 (the 16th’ October) last, and certainly. never to make fresh 
appeals and representations to the English le or Government. By 
ating the resolution to boycott British goods, on the 16th October last, 
the people of Bengal deliberately severed any bond which might have existed 
between the English and themselves as given on the one hand and taken on 
the other. And that bond should not now again be sought to be established. 
63. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 2nd February writes as follows: : 
Sed The swadeshi movement has afforded us an 
„What the Bengalis should do opportunity for finding out the true nature of the 
now.” officials in India. We have seen (1) that in the 
opinion of these officials India exists solely for their enjoyment; (2) that these 
officials always look upon the Indians with an eye of suspicion and hatred ; 
(3) that they are intent on destroying the Indian arts and industries in the 
interest of those of their mother country; (4) that they do not shrink from 
trampling on law and justice for the sake of self-interest ; (5) that they are 
intent on creating a breach between Hindus and Musalmans as a means to 
achieve their selfish ends; (6) that they and other Europeans can commit 
oppressions on natives with impunity ; (7) that they are ready to oppress the 
people with heavy taxes even when the latter are “ying of starvation; and (8) 
that they are always anxious to secure their own comfort and happiness with 
poor India’s money. 3 Pe 5 
What should we do in this state of things? Agitations and petitions have 
availed us nothing. Should we go on petitioning? Mr. Morley and others, 
however high their political philosoply may be, can never be expected to help 
our arts and industries and give us rights and privileges at the cost of 
English arts and industries and against the interest of Anglo-Indian despotism. 
Even if they rescind the partition of meng! (although there is not the least 
possibility of their doing so), the country will not gain much, because real 
prosperity of the country lies in a revival of its arts and industries. Mendi- 
cancy will avail us we if we cannot help ourselves in maintaining our 
self-respect. Our only hope lies in self-help. In our endeavours to increase 
our national strength we must sink all personal and religious differences and 
animosities, follow the example of the English, that is to say, eschew 
their vices and acquire their virtues, and try to regenerate our moral nature. 
We should not go to law courts for the settlement of our disputes, and should 
try to revive the ancient panchayati system. And we must stick to the 
principle of using country-made articles only. | | 
64. The Daily Hitavadi [Cal one) of the 3rd February ridicules the 
Sir B. Foller’s reception in 7°C@Ptions w ich are being accorded to Sir B. Fuller 
Eastern Bengal. (whom the writer calls “ burnt-face”) in Eastern 
Eengal, and says that they are entirely hollow and 
got uP by the people through fear, | : 
5. The Bangavasi ee) of the 8rd February writes as follows :— 
8 shall not be sorry if the swadesht movement 
‘dies out, because we firmly believe that swadeshi 
goods will continue to secure the patronage of the Indians, even if the move- 
ment comes to anend. Agitation may have its use, but it is also undesirable 


The swadesht movement. 


Samay, 
Feb, 2nd, 1906. 


Dar Hrravabt, 
Feb. 3rd, 1906. 


BanGavast, 
Feb. 8rd, 1906. 


as it does more harm than good. Real men of action never go about making a 


hubbub and a noise in the country. They work silently. The most prominent 
symptom of the swadeshi movement is an ill-feeling towards the Government, 
and this is what we do not like at all. However wrong the Government may 
be, it should not be forgotten that it is still very powerful, capable even of 
2 us all to another world at any moment. We should work with an 
in ward fear, we do not speak of respect and reverence, for the Government, 
and such fear will do us real good, We have nothing to say to those Bengalis 
who are intent on carrying the anti-partition agitation even to ‘England, 
because we do not belong to their party and have not much faith in their 
worth as men of action. It is possible for us to do a great deal of work without 
displeasing the authorities. Work may be done si ently by those who really 
mean to do it either singly or jointly without the least necessity of crying 


Pt 
tat hee 
7 
7 


a 


bande mataram or quarrelling with Magistrates. Tou cannot expect real wo 
from any - eh intelligence is ciouded by malice or who eat 
service as the summum bonum of human existence. Service in any capacity 
whatsoever, high or low, respectable or otherwise, destroys the essence of 

5 manliness. But if service is bad, mendicancy is worse. Nothing is like 
self-help. The humblest fare earned by one’s own exertion and industry jg 
sweeter than the most costly dish procured by wmendicancy. We mutt, 
therefore, cease to be beggers at the door of the Government. The current 
system and form of education must be changed. The swadeshi movement 
will be successful only when the question of the country’s moral regeneration ig 
seriously grappled with by its people. Softly and favourably has the wind 
begun to blow, and our hopes for the future are increasing. 


HDI BaNGavasl, 66. In connection with the swadeshs agitation, the Hindi Bangabasi 
Feb. 5th, 1906. fe [Calcutta] of the 5th February says:— 


The empty talk on this subject has done harm 
to the cause. We do not like to show hostility towards the Government; let 
them be as unjust as possible, or let there be any amount of inconsistency in 
their actions. We must not even fora moment lose sight of the fact that our 
Government isa mighty one, that they can kill us whenever they like. It 
would not be wise to try tu fell a palm tree by rubbing one’s bare back against 
it, simply because he is displeased with it. We say that our welfare lies in 
acting with the fear of Government at our heart. 

Our time would be more profitably employed were we to devise means 
for our secular and religious welfare, instead of grumbling and murmuring. 

Hino: Baxcavast. - 67. The same paper hears that the Student and Young Men’s Association 

of Calcutta have resolved to send its members to 

travel from village to village in order to sell 
country-made articles at cost price, their sole object being to place such 
articles within the easy reach of all. They do not seem to be idle talkers, 
as they are determined to work in right earnest in this noble cause. 

Daity Hrravan1, 68. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 7th February writes as 


Feb. 7th, 1906, follows :— 
mee The royal visit. 1 


A praiseworthy determination. 


In its January issue the Review of Reviews says: 
‘Tf in the midst of his journeyings the Prince of Wales could be as much 
impressed by the extreme poverty of India as was the Tsar of Russia when he 
visited Hindustan, this tour might yield some valuable fruit for the Empire in 
days to come.” ‘True, but the officials have managed to keep the Prince so 
constantly surrounded by a false glitter of pomp and wealth, that it is hardly 
possible for His Royal Highness to acquire knowledge of the real condition of 
the country. And as yet the speeches which His Royal Highness has made 
in the land do not show that he has gained any such knowledge. He has come 
to enjoy, and he will go away enjoying. India will remain the same as she 
was before. A few officials only who are busying themselves in making 
arrangements for His Royal Highness’s welcome and movements, have the 
prospect of receiving titles of distinction. 


Urrva Papers. 
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W sap 69. The Puri correspondent of the Uriya and Navasamead [ Balasoro] of 
NavasaMvaD, | the 24th January states that the winter has almost 
Jan. 24th, 1906. The weather in Puri. | 


come to an end in that place, that spring breezes 
are beginning to blow, and that a slight shower of rain, which fell on the 22nd 
January, is likely to do some injury to the mango crop. 

ORISSAVAST, 70. The Cuttack correspondent of the Orissavass [ Calcutta] of the 25th 
Jan, 25th, 1906, 11 January, states that tho severity of the cold has 
slightly abated there and that a shower of rain, 

which fell last week, is likely to do some injury to the mango crop. 
5 71. The Balasore correspondent of the same paper states that heavy 
5 showers of rain, accompanied with thunder, fell in 
2 Balasore last week; that they will help agricultural 
operations to some extent and that this rainfall has somewhat softened- the 
rigour of the winter. 
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The weather in Balasore. 
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The same paper states that the winter is almost at an end in Calcutta 


72. and that good showers of rain fell there in the last 
The weather in Calcutta. week. | 


73. The same correspondent 
The health of the Balasore h ealth of th 0 Balasore town is 


town. 


says that the 


7 


rrespondent of the same r says that most of the 
ee —— and wells in the Guttack wn have dried mp, 
and is sorry to observe that the people do not get 
sufficient water even in this season of the year, 
while a scarcity of food is inevitable in * 1 1 
“utbasini Talcher] of the 27th Jauuary is to learn 
75. The — 22 Arte has been — to supply pilgrims 
Saficient water not svailable * and passengers with water at the Bhabaneswar 
„ station of R ng 2 Banur where 
the train to visit that importan of pilgrimage on 
ak fe ar Puri. The writer appeals to the authorities of the. Pari istrict 
to attend to the alleged grievance in right earnest. | 
complains that the 


6. The Manorama [Baripada] of the 22nd Jan 

80 0 Traffic . of the 1 Branch Railway 

Mis management of theBaripads jg not well managed, for the passengers at the 

weed Betnati station of that railway pay As. 49 for 

each ticket that is marked As. 3-9 only, Thus, it is doubtful whether the 
difference of one anna goes to the coffer of the Railway Management, 


77. The same paper states that the management of the railway telegraph 
line to Baripada is equally bad, for the Station- 
master of Jajpura takes so much time to receive 

and despatch a telegram that the train 3 
destination before the telegram. Considering that a large amount is 
paid regularly to Government in the shape of telegraph revenue, this state of 
things is simply deplorable. 


78. The same paper is of opinion that some Uriya students should at once 


Sufficient water not available in 
the Cuttack town, 


Mismanagement of the telegraph 
line to Baripada. 


An appeal on behalf of the 


Technical Institute in Bombay. Bombay, where they will be able to learn the 


1 rudiments of mechanical engineering, electrical 
engineering, textile manufacture and enamelling within a short period. 

79. The Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 27th January thanks the Rani of 

c Dumraon for her munificent donations to the funds 

Dunz, of the Bani of of the Pilgrim Hospital, the Leper Asylum and 
other public institutions in Puri, == 

80. The same paper states that the Raja of Talcher is paying particular 

attention to the economic condition of his subjects, 

who are already in distress owing to the failure 

of the paddy crop. He is moving about from 


plane to place in his State, and adopting such measures of relief as are practi- 
e. 


Measures of relief adopted in 
Talcher. ’ 


and rasad for a period. The payment of their revenue has also been 
suspended for a like period. They will not have to pay anything to their 


creditors in the present year. Certain sums ‘have been granted for the 


construction and repair of embankments, which] will, on the one hand, give 


work to the distressed persons and, on the other, protect their crops from the 
effects of inundation. FFC 


81. The Utkaldipika l of * 27th January states that a virulent 
1 ype of cattle plague is raging in Jharilo in Cuttack 
‘ 1 n — and that 30 A liek of the disease in four 
ays. The attention of the local authorities is drawn to the matter. 
82. The Kendupatna correspondent of the same paper complains that the 
Neglect of the delivery peon deliver bpeon attached to that office does not go 
nendumtnz ub-Postmasſer in round his beats regularly, and that postcards and 


4 end , 
endupatna. money-order forms are not regularly available for 
the use of the public, 


join the Victoria Jubilee Technical Institute, 


he people of Talcher have been exempted from the payment of fetht 
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„ 1 83. The Padmapur correspondent of the same paper states that 
5 ‘‘Telipokhri” tank, situated by the side of ra 
A tank in Cuttack needs repairs. Cuttack-Chandbali Road in Padmapur, stands in 
x urgent of need repairs and that the District Board of Cuttack ought to do 
something in that direction. 4 hi 22 
UTKALDIPIKA. 84, The same paper draws’ the attention of the Cuttack Munici pality to 
1 the condition of the two roads passing by the 
. 3 need south and west of the Peary Mohun Academy, a 
1 metalling. High English School in Cuttack attended by 
; about 250 students, and observes that the two roads should be metalled without 
delay and the teachers and students saved from the effects of clouds of dust 
that incessantly pour into the compound and premises of the school by the 
slightest motion of surrounding air, ? 
8 85. The same paper draws the attention of Government to the important 
: 3 fact that in tracts of land in Bengal which cannot 
se be irrigated by canals, the best sources of 
water-supply are tanks, whereby many acres of land can be watered ata 
moderate cost. The Government of Madras has excavated a large number of 
such tanks, and it is the duty of the Bengal Government to follow the example. 
Ureaprems, 86. The same paper regrets that the Madras Government does not pay ds 
much attention to the Uriyas in Ganjam as they 
er th np: 5 ie en and deserve, for out of 214 posts in that district, whose 
ee ee monthly values range from Rs. 15 to Rs. 250, only 
21 have been offered to the Uriyas, though the district is a Uriya district, 
The preponderance of the AR and Tamil elements has done great injury 
to the cause of the educated Uriyas in Ganjam. The state of education in 
Ganjam is also very backward, and it is the duty of the Madras Government 
to see that the people of Ganjam are properly educated. 
UTkaLDIPIKA, 87. Continuing its articles on the Agricultural and Industrial Exhibition 
held in — the same paper observes that there (a) 
r. 2 * of were excellent exhibits in that exhibition and that 
88 their sale and use can only be encouraged by 
establishing stores at Cuttack and Puri. | 
UTKALDIPIKA. 88. Referring to the proposal of the Manorama that the export of rice and 
paddy from Mayurbhanj should be stopped at 
once in view of the impending distress of the 
people, the same paper observes that the railway, in an agricultural 0) 
country like India, is a curse, for it is manned, managed, controlled and 
owned by foreigners, whose * object is to exploit the country in their own 
interest. The Maharaja of 8 should have fully considered ne 


The distress in Mayurbhunj. 


phase of the economical problem before spending so much money on the branc 
railway. As it is, the export of rice and other articles cannot be stopped, an 
the Maharaja must find out other means of improving the purchasing power of 
his subjects, for the railway can import a large stock of food, E the 
people of Mayurbhanj are able enough to buy the same. The Maharaja 
must quickly start measures of relief where they are needed, and study the 
Famine Codes published by the British Government carefully. Experience 
— og measures of relief, unless adopted quickly, prove of very little use 
in the end. 
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112, Referring to the comments of the ant on the o 
re to serve as special eon es, , 
The Pioneer and the enrolment reminds its contempc ‘that English and Indian 
of special constables. ideals and traditions -are 3 ivi me votre 
land it is deemed an honour to serve as a special constable; that is no 
— why such service should be similarly regarded in India. 0 Moreover, 
when the Government threatened to sppoint as special constables all teachers 
who failed to keep their pupils away from political meetings, did they mean 
it as a reward or a punishment? ‘When respectable gentlemen are made to 
don a belt and baton and stand shoulder to shoulder with eight-rupee constables, 
having to salute and friak about at the bidding of head-constables; it is time 
they resented treatment that was meant to disgrace and humiliate them. No, 
the Pioneer’s special pleading’ will convince no one that appointments as 
special constables: were not made with a view to ‘ gratifying personal revenge.’ 
- 118. The Amrita Bazar Patrika quotes the following incidents to show 
a erat how the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal is still 
Semen ool ret rte age 
stated that on the occasion of the last ‘Town Hall meeting, a large number of 
policemen fell upon the passers-by, many of whom were returning from the 
meeting, and assaulted them indiscriminately, with the result that several 
sustained injuries more or less severe. One of the victims was mercilessly 
assaulted four times and fainted in consequence. Why was this outrage 
committed, and has His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor any information 
regarding it? Thisis not the first time that the police have bebaved in this 
disgraceful manner in the heart of the town. The Grey Street riot and the 
Kumartoli incident stand out as prominent instances, and although both 
‘outrages’ were fully noticed in the Press, no action was apparently taken 
by Sir A. Fraser. If, however, a schoolboy . were to ask a shopkeeper not 
to buy or sell Manchester cloths, he would render himself liable to be flogged ; 
but if the police were to break the heads of innocent men, not a hair of theirs 
would be touched! This holds good both in Calcutta and the interior. 
It is, we fancy, one of the first boons conferred on the people by dividing 
Bengal into two, and placing each under a separate Lieutenant-Governor on a 
salary of one lakh of rupees per annum.“ : 
114. Reverting to the Ishapur shooting case in which Shaikh Jowhar, 
— pul ue thea 
ound, ma against 
the police, the Bengalee writes that the police are alleged to be puttin E 
on the brothers in order to make them re:ract their statements made to this 
journal, and are further alleged to be threatening them with all manner of 
penalties in the event of their not doing so. Shaikh Jowhar, it is said, has 
already sworn before a Notary Public to an affidavit giving the correct 
version of the affair, and although his persecutors have been informed of the 
* be eee ae Ro | are persisting in intimidating the brothers. The 
and 4 eclares its will — “abla a sed . — a ay chic tes 
police want Shaikh Jowhar to fade. ‘Its publiontion would | diow: 4 fierce 
light indeed upon the ways of the police. a SS 
115. The Bengalee writes that the assessment of about Rs. 1,700 which, 
The punitive police at Bonari. it is said, has been levied on the inhabitants of 
‘s e ee — he the pre oe roc the 3 pee 
, quartered there, is a crushi urden and has been 
render od doubly oppressive in view of the scarcity — ing in Backergunge. 
But is it necessary to maintain the additional force any longer, assuming that 
z W bey a few months ago, and is an entire ne to suffer for 
the provisions df daten Sudmashee? In no feng can it be said, ae required by 
p ae eres f section 16 of the Police Act of 1861, that the village was in 
sturbed or dangerous state,” or that “the conduct of the inhabitants 
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rendered it expedient to “increase. the number of the police.” If therefore 
the police force was originally quartered without legal justification, there is 
absolutely no justification, legal or moral for it now. If it is urged that the 
village is still in disturbed or dangerous state, the reply is that the police 
have made it so by committing unprovoked assaults upon the inhabitants. 
Let the police be withdrawn and the will assume its normal condi- 

tion of peace and tranquillity. Again, the popular excitement is being sustain 
by the imposition of heavy assessments for the maintenance of the additional 
ee force. These eee em follow the pgs the chaukidari tax, 

ut in the present case they are not being regulated by the “respective means 
of the inhabitants, ” for it ie reported that the leaders of the swadesht movement 
are being singled out for heavy taxation. 


The authorities must bear in mind 
that it is only the actual cost of the punitive police force that can be recovered. 
from the people. The cost of the police force does not mean the cost of the 
fine houses that may be erected for their accommodation. 


()— Working of the Courts. 


116. The Bengalee is of er that after the hint thrown out by the 

i Chief Justice, no safer course was open to Sir 

„ Rangpur special constables Bampfylde Fuller's Government than to withdraw 
the case against the special constables of Rangpur. 

Had the case not been withdrawn, the chances were that the rule would have 
been made absolute and then the humiliation of Government would have been 
fylde Fuller’s Government can hardly be said to 
have come out of this conflict with their withers unwrung, but, from the 
popular point of view, it would have been more satisfactory had the oppor- 
tunity been taken of obtaining from the Chief Justice of the highest tribunal 
in the land, an authoritative decision as to the legality or propriety of 


appointing respectable citizens as special constables under the circumstances 


that existed at Rangpur. In view of the Chief Justice’s observation that he 
did not think that either the Magistrate or the District. Superintendent of 
Police ‘‘ acted maliciously in this matter, the aggrieved parties can expect 
little redress or satisfaction in the Civil Courts.” | 


(d)— Educa tion. 


117. The Bengalee again calls attention to the extraordinarily large 
— Rcesninction: roentage of failures at the last B. A. Examination. 
fe Taking the five, years 1900—05, the average per- 
centage of successful candidates has been over 40 per cent., but this year it is 
as low as 14. It is said that in one paper alone, not less than 91 per cent. were 
plucked. The journal thinks that this particular paper should be examined 
in order to satisfy the public that it had not originally. been examined, in.a 
perfunctory and haphazard way, and recommends that the Principals. of. those 
colleges which have Law classes should jointly represent the. matter to the 
University, suggesting a re-examination. — „ dive d 
118. Common Sense, writing to the Bengalee, protests against the 
resolution of the Syndicate preoluding annotators 
and ‘key-makers’ from bei appointed as 
examiners as, if this rule is followed, it would disqualify some of the most 
distinguished scholars and experienced teachers for examinerships. The writer. 
goes on to make the following comments on the ey wa yo i and 
the method of its enforcement for the current year, and hopes that the Senate 
will clearly define the qualitications and disqualificationa. for e 
and so place the selection of examiners on a sound basis: — (1) Should 
not the proposal have been submitted for the approval of the Senate before 
the Boards of Studies met to recommend the names of examiners in various 
subjects? Had this been done, the Boards would have been able to act 
in the light of the Senate's decision. (2) Is the Syndicate authorised to 
enforce a resolution which has not received the sanction of the Faculty of 
Arts and the Senate? If so, should it affect. those who have written keys, 
etc., prior to the passing of the resolution? The proper course for. the. 


Syndicate to haye adopted would have been first to publish the resolution 


University examinerships, 


( 7 ) 
aid to give effect to it after the lapse: of u certain.time. Peop ‘would 


iven . rtunity of refraining from publishing keys.’ 
then have baen Siet — only some — ‘om hele 
dged 


| as the Syndicate excl 

(8) — A Pets 4 A few have because their notes are jud, 
* harmless; but if annotation is an offence, what does it matter if 
is done well or badly? Again, is the Syndicate competent to decide what 
annotations are useful or useless? Should not such a question be decided by 
separate groups of experts who constitute the Boards of Studies? (4) Did it 
not occur to the Syndicate that its selection of third-rate mediocrities „ to be 
examinera would shatter the confidence of the public as regards the fairness of 
these examinations, and could not the Syndicate foresee that henceforward 
instead of notes written by experienced teachers and distinguished scholars 
in touch with the aims and ideals of University education, the students would 
generally get undesirable substitutes ? 


()—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


119. Referring to Babu Kali Charan Palit’s note on the anomalous nature 
of the rates charged by the Corporation of Calcutta 
for the supply of filtered water, the Bengalee 
remarks that the Corporation treats its rate-payers who bear the cost of the 
water-works with far less liberality than it treats strangers.’ A rate-payer of 
Calcutta is charged at the rate of 4,000 gallons per rupee, up to the quantity 
covered by the amount of water-rate payable by him, but for every gallon 
consumed in excess of that quantity he is charged at the rate of five annas an¢l 
four pies per 1,000 gallons, The rate-payers of other Municipalities, on the 
other hand, are charged at the rate of four annas per 1,000 gallons. Why 
should the rate-payers of Calcutta be — to pay a higher rate than the 


rate-payers of neighbouring Municipalities, who obtain filtered water as a 
favour and not as a matter of right? 


Filtered water rates. 


(9)—Railways and Communioations, including Canals and Irrigation. 


120. The Bengalee has received numerous complaints that the trains on the 
) Budge-Budge Branch of the Eastern Bengal State 
Badge, Budge Dann , Railway are always late, to the great hardship of 
those, chiefly employes, of public and mercantile 
offices in Calcutta, who travel by them. Ita 
sometimes an hour or more, owing to ieee e being given to East Indian 
Railway goods trains to and from Bracebridge Hall. Precedence is given to 
these trains as, in the event of their being detained, the staff on the Budge- 
Budge seetion are promptly taken to task and not unfrequently punished. As 
the passengers themselves can make but ineffectual complaints, they are 
consequently the sufferers, The journal thinks it would not be difficult to 
satisfy the East Indian Railway authorities without inflicting a serious 
injustice and hardship on passengers who are, as a rule, heavily punished by 


their office masters for late attendance. The Bengalee hopes that the Manager 
will inquire into the matter. 


() — General. 
121, The Bengalee looks upon Mr. Lyon, Chief Secretary to the Govern 


41 ment of East Bengal and Assam, as an apt pupil 21 Jan, 1906. 


i of his worthy chief.’ This official, it is said, has 
called upon the Editor of the Sylhet Chronicle to withdraw everything that he 
published regarding the alleged charge of outrage brought by à mehter woman 
against a Gurkha, and in the event of his not doing so, has threatened him 
with prosecution. The journal fails to understand the meaning of such petty 
porenousion, as there is hardly a single Indian newspaper published in Bengal 
¥ — did not contain a more or less detailed account of the alleged outrage. 
ane ne down on the syihet Chronicle for publishing a case which has 
Alben 5 in hundreds of papers? Is it because the journal is published in 
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122. Continuing its articles on the ‘Fuller Administration, the Amrita 

: : Bazar Patrika writes that, with the Lieutenant- 
Governor’s first visit to Barisal, the old .order of 
things completely died out and a © manifested 
itself in almost every sphere of the local administration. The Gurkhas 
practically superseded the ordinary police force and official high-handedness 
prevailed to the extent of stopping messages to the Press! It was urged that 


The Fuller Administration. 


the people of Barisal were in a ‘ state of mutiny,’ but all those who proceeded 
there to make independent inquiries had to admit that everything would be 


quiet but for the panic created by the vagaries of the Gurkhas. The openly 
agressive nature of the new régime, however, had to be changed on some 
pretext or other, and the one chosen as being the safest was that the district 
was once more quiet. On Sir B. Fuller’s second visit, therefore, the Gurkhas 
were removed and Mr. Jack transferred. Thus the plea of mutiny was pure 
rubbish.’ Men in a state of mutiny seldom suffer quietly. They meet 
lawlessness with lawlessness. The fact that no blow was returned, is enough 
to show that the people had not lost the balance of their mind. Sir B, Fuller 
was thus not justified in causing so much misery to his fellow-beifiigs b 
fancying a spectre which existed only in his heated brain. The real fact is 
the entirely one-sided lawlessness in Barisal made the new ruler uncomfortable ; 
and methods adopted in haste had to be altered in equal haste. The authorities, 
therefore, stand self-condemned.” é 
The feeling produced by this ‘reign of terror is one of distrust, and 
unless 2 government is soon restored, this distrust must beget discon- 
tent. Had Sir B. Fuller been an ordinary individual placed on his trial on 
account of his public conduct he would, under the circumstances, have had a 
poor chance of getting a verdict in his favour from an impartial English jury. 
123. The Amrita Bazar Patria reiterates that the people of Bengal can 
. as a matter of right demand that the affairs of the 
ne al overnor and Council for province be adminstered by a Governor and 
Council. Their claim to this form of government 
is a matter of history for, in 1833, when the subject came under discussion, 
both Parliament and the Court of Directors agreed that Bengal should havea 
Governor and Council, Again, section 16 of the Charter Act of 1853 provides, 
among other things, that ‘‘a separate Governor shall be appointed for such 
presidency,” and that ‘ unless and until a separate Governor shall be constituted, 
a Lieutenant-Governor may be appointed.” Thus, when a _Lieutenant- 
Governor was appointed for Bengal in 1854, it was merely a provisional 
arrangement, and that it should have been continued up tothe present time 18 
contrary to the letter of the law. The country should therefore seize this 
Opportunity to carry on a persistent agitation, and so force the authorities to 
observe the provisions of the Parliamentary Statute referred to. It is a pity 
that no attempt has hitherto been made in this direction by either the Indian or 
European community. 


124. The Ameita Bazar Patrika writes that, while competent lawyers and 
publicists are challenging the legality of partition, 
the Government are about to perpetrate further 
illegalities in connection with ‘the measure. From 
a resolution published by Sir B. Fuller, it will be seen that a Legislative 
Council is going to be established and that constituencies have alrea 5 been 
formed to return elected members. The question is— Can there be two Legisla- 
tive Councils in the Presidency of Bengal, even though that Presidency be 
divided in two? Section 44 of the Councils Act of 1861 lays down that the 
Governor-General in Conncil shall by proclamation extend the provisions of 
the Act touching the making of Laws and Regulations for the peace and good 
Government of the Presidencies of Fort St. George (Madras) and Bombay to 
the Bengal division of the Presidency of Fort William ;” that is to say, the 
provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa. A Legislative Council was accordingly 
established in the Presidency of Bengal, in which were included the northern 
and eastern districts of Bengal which now form part of the new province. Is 
it then proposed to constitute a similar Legislative Council in the new province, 
although ‘the legality of the proclamation creating another Bengal been 
challenged?’ The Patrika draws the serious attention of the authorities to the 


Formation of a Legislative 
Council in the new province. 
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ents on this subject published in the Caleutla Weekly Notes, and points out 
det if the Government itself breaks its own laws or those of the British 
Parliament they set the people a bad example. ‘It is not yet too late to see 
whether or not the partition of Bengal is based upon a series of illegalities, 
and whether it is wise and politic to damn legalities in this fashion.“ 
125. Power of Guardian writes that although the legality 01 
Lesislative Council, and its recognition as an accomplished fact are 
The nem ee ee eee” matters of grave doubt, the Lieutenant-Governor of 
the new province has announced the formation of a Legislative Council. W. 
such haste? Does Sir B. Fuller think that the formation of a Legislative 
Council would in any way handicap the Secretary of State in carrying out any 
change he determined upon? According to the proposed constitution of the 
Council, there is no doubt that the officials will have everything their own way. 
126. The Indian Lmpire is of opinion that the authorities are acting too 
precipitately in regard to the formation of a Legis- 
— lative Council for Eastern Bengal and Assam. So 
long as the partition question remains in abeyance, ‘common prudence and 
decency’ require that no fresh complications should be created, that would make 
the problem more difficult for the new Ministry. ‘It is, however, futile to 
expect such consideration and sweet reasonableness from Sir rime aw Fuller.’ 
The duty of the people, however, is plain. They should refrain from seeking 
the honour of sitting on the Council, so long as Parliament has not had an 
opportunity of making a pronouncement on the subject. ) 
127. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that it does credit to the Pioneer 
to acknowledge that the action of the Government 
The Government and the States. in regard to the Statesman deals a serious blcw to 
825 the liberty of the Press. When there is a special 
law for dealing with the publication of official seorets, why bring executive 
authority into requisition? Moreover, if executive autbority is thus used for 
satisfying a private grudge against a journal, where is the safety of the Press? 
An Indian paper may publish a similar, or a still more innocuous document, 
and if a high official has a grudge against the paper he may induce the Govern- 
ment to ruin it by the issue of an executive order. The entire Press of the 
country, especially the Pioneer, is thus vitally affected by the attitude of the 
Government in regard to the Statesman, and both the Indian and Anglo-Indian 
sections of it should combine and take joint action for their protection. 
128, The Bengalee writes that never was a boycott so short-lived as the 
Government boycott of the Statesman, and makes 
the following comments thereon :— , 
“Mr. Rajcliffe retracts nothing, withdraws nothing, and apologizes for 
nothing, He fully retains his opinion that his conduct in publishing Lord 
Curzon’s Note cannot justly be described as a breach of journalistic propriety ” 
though he admits—as why should he not ?—that, regarded from ‘the point of 
view which the Government of India would naturally take,’ the publication 
might be regarded as an ‘indiscretion.’ This means that the publication may 
be indiscreet from the Government point of view, but certainly. not so when 
regarded from the point of view of the public journalist. This is no apology; 
there is not given any expression of regret, Mr. Ratcliffe’s letter is manly 


Mr. Risley climbs down, 


and dignified, in striking contrast with Mr, Risley’s somewhat. petulant. 


effusions. After all, the independence of the Press has been vindicated and 
the Statesman has decidedly had the best of it.” 

129. Power and Guardian observes that the position taken up by the Gov- 

pes ernment of India in regard to the Statesman is one 

that involves a ‘principle the importance of which 

cannot be over-rated. Assuming that Lord Curzon’s note was marked “ confj- 


dential,” is that any reason why it should not be published? The Official 


Secrets Act does not prohibit the publication of all papers so marked. More- 
over, with the lapse of time the confidential character of a document disappears, 


as all official i of the past, however damaging they might be to the repu- 


tation of the Government, are now public property. With the expiration of 
Lord Curzon’s Viceroyalty, the document published by the Statesman lost its 
privacy. Further, the document did not divulge any State secrets, nor did its 
publication affect the integrity of the Government. The publication merely 
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threw light on a certain practice which, if continued, would serionsly affect the 
interests of the people. Why, then, should such wi ope a be allowed to pass 
without public criticism ? The penalty im posed on the Statesman, who rendered 
a public service, is therefore indecent and inappropriate. ‘The proper course 
would have been for the Government to have assured the public that the 
practice complained against by Lord Curzon had been discontinued. — 

130. The Indian Empire writes that by taking the action it did in regard 

R to the Statesman, the Government has paid a Com- 
ee ; pliment to the Bengal boycotters, for imitation is 
the sincerest form of flattery. There is also some satisfaction in knowing 
that although the Government objects to this ‘obsolete’ form of retuliation in 
others, it is not above doing a little boycotting on its own account. The 
journal has no doubt that the Statesman has been ill-used by the Government, 
who has given itself away by the virulence of its resentment, and inflicted a 
loss on itself only by withholding notifications, etc., from a paper with so large 
circulation. It it no deprivation for a paper of standing to do without the 
kind of ‘ stuff’ which the Government serves to Press correspondents. 

131. Referring to the rumour regarding the formation of Behar and Chota 
Nagpur into one province under a Lieutenant- 
Governor, the Behar Herald speaks in the first placo 
of the enormous cost that such a project would entail. Then, again, if a new 
province were to be formed, it would deprive Bengal of its best districts and 
so make the old province universally unpopular. Lastly, a large section of the 
educated Behari community do not like the idea of a separation. To the Behar 
Harald it is clear that if the relief of the Bengal Government is an administra- 
tive necessity, it can best be afforded by organic changes in the form of 
government,’ 

132. A correspondent writing to the Behar Herald considers that the 

Thia question of separating Bihar from Bengal should be 
ee viewed from three standpoints, namely, the effect 
it will have on (1) Behar itself, (2) on Bengal, and (3) on the rulers of the country. 
Those who advocate separation in the belief that it will confer a ‘priceless boon’ 
on Behar are, it is said merely echoing the sentiments of a few Government 
officials. They are silent as to joo their province will be benefited by 
its severance from Bengal, The writer maintains that the inclusion of Behar 
and Bengal is to the interest of the Government, the Bengalis, and the Beharie 
themselves, and appeals io the last named to shake off their lethargy and to 
consider whether a separation would not throw back the progress of the pro- 
vince to their misery and ruin. It has been urged that if Behar and Chota 
Nagpur were formed into a separate province, the Beharis would, gain in the 
matter of Government appointments, and that the proviace itself would have 
an independent existence. ‘The writer is of opinion that this is a delusion, and 
proposes to deal with these points, as well as the financial aspect of the 
question, in a subsequent article. : 

133. The Bengales camplains that there is ample evidence that the Govern- 
ment has entered upon an unholy crusade for 
suppressing the cry of Bande Mataram, both in the 
new and in some parts of the old province. This attitude of the Government 
is of the gravest moment to the nation inasmuch as the national cry ‘is hated, 


The separation of Bihar. 


Crusade against Bande Mataram 


possibly dreaded, not because it means, or is supposed to mean, anything 


mysterious or sinister; but. because the words, simple as they are, have 


within the last few months, wrought quite a miracle in Bengal They have 


been found to be a signal for unity where formerly there was disunion ; for 
brotherhood where formerly there was enmity, and for strength where formerly 


there was weakness, If the cry of Bande Mataram is abandoned another must 


take its place, and the new symbols will be as offensive as the old so long as 
they symbolise a spirit that is itself offensive. In the present, as in every 
constitutional conflict, the main idea is not to give or cause offence, but to 
attain the end in view. Where this end cannot be achieved without causing 
bitterness, bitterness can only be regarded as inevitable. ‘And why should 


the question of our avoiding the cry of bande Mataram at all arise? Some 


accommodation somewhere is perhaps necessary if amity is to be restored 
between the Anglo-Indian and Indian communities in Bengal. But why should 
the accommodation be all on one side? Our advice to our countrymen is to 
persevere in the manly course they have hitherto followed.“ 
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The resent. v n vent the Home anti 
ing. | 


— on era of peaco and tranquility. A statemnan like Me, M 
bees p — are those of Burke’s and who is virtually the propounder 
of Home Rule, can hardly be expected to treat the prayer of a whole popula: 
tion lightly. The chances are therefore that either: ‘will be converted 
into a Governorship or that the partition will be cancelled; to the great 
disappointment of Sir J. B. Fuller. wi dT lene 10 eee tbe 


135. The Indian Nation pronounces the recent partition 5 
Did the Town Hall to be a success in view of o quiet- 


ness and sobriety of its proceedings. It goes on, 

however, to notice certain points that escaped the attention of the leaders. 
The second resolution, which was the only one devoted to the subject of parti- 
tion, objects to the measure on one ground alone, namely, the dissatisfaction of 
the people. An attempt might have been made to show that the feeling was 
both natural and reasonable, by referring to some of the evils which the 
measure was — to cause. Attention should be called to the reality of the 
ition, inasmuch as it breaks up a province and a people, and does not merel 
uplicate administrative machinery. It is easy, says the journal, to distinguis 
between the two, as the test is a very simple one. Where different officers 
administer the same laws and govern according to the same executive procedure, 
there is only multiplication of machinery. Two Magistrates of a district or 
two Commissioners of a division can apply only the same laws and havea 
uniform executive administration. It is otherwise with Lieutenant - Governors. 
They will make different laws through their own Legislative Councils. They 
will have their own departments to administer their own executive policy. 
Where laws and executive methods differ, there is partition. Where they are 
the same, but are administered through a larger number of officers, there is 


multiplication of machinery. It is one thing to have two Joint Lieutenant- 


Governors applying the same laws, rules, and orders over the same poms and 
sharing each other’s labours, and a very different thing to have two Lieutenant- 
Governors over separate areas, with different local laws and different executive 

licies. The people who are separately ruled in this fashion come to recede 
from each other more and more: the unity of their life is broken up. If that 
is not partition, we do not know what is. Our case is a good one. The only 


thing that blocks the way is the prestige of the rulers who have brought about 
the partition.” ???? 1 ee 


136, The Bengalee considers that from whatever standpoint the partition 
ee ond. the. tonsiterss 3 viewed, there are the amplest grounds 
tions of the Gorernment. for the Government to reconsider its decision in 
regard to it. In his letter of the 3rd December 
1903, Mr. Risley wrote: — The true criterion of territorial jurisdiction should 
be sought not in the race, but in the language.” In regard to the Uriya- 
speaking 123 the Government actually applied this test, but in dealin 
with the N people the principle has been completely discarded. 
This inconsistency is calculated to discredit the decision of the Government 
and affords a reasonable ground for a reconsideration, Mr. Risley further lays 
down in his letter referred to above, that the main criterion of the action of 
the Government should be the good of the districts and the people whom it is 
proposed to transfer.“ The journal ‘dissents from this view unless the people 
concerned are in a state of ‘ intellectual imbecility.” The Bengalis are admittedly 
not in this condition, and it was the contemptuous disregard of their opinion 
t has given rise to all this trouble. Had they received more sympathetic 
and friendl treatment, a compromise which would have satisfied both public 
2 and administrative requirements could have been arrived at. Is it too 
oo to reopen the question on these lines? Prestige will not be lost, but 
ennanced by deference to public opinion and by a reversion to the ancient 
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Principles of justice and fair play which have contributed 80 largely to the 


strength and the greatness of the British Empire’ 
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administrations. Never was there a deeper affront to the practically: separate 
sentiment of our people. The insult has sunk deep in our hearts, and lies at 


the root of | that agitation which even persecution has failed to suppress.” 


V. - Pnoserors or THe Crops AND CoxpITIon OF THE Prorrx. 


137. The Indian Mirror writes that the 5 outlook is far 
The agricultural outlook. d 


from cheering, as the crops: have failed 

in Back e, which is the principal paddy- 
producing district in the Lower Provinces, and much distress prevails in many 
other districts of East Bengal. The price of grain has already gone up and a 
general scarcity, if not an actual famine, is apprehended, -‘ We are shortly to 
have a r but that bas got nothing to do with the actual 
prosperity of the people.“ | 7 85 


| VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


138. The Bengales publishes a circular issued by the Students’ and Young 
Men’s Union of Calcutta advocating the provision of 
better arrangements in the mufassal for the supply 
of swadesht goods, and in commenting on it, says 
that the success of the swadesht movement has been due in no small measure to 
the zeal and devotion of tlie students, who are beginning to realise the value of 


The students and the swadeshs 
movement. 


_ organised effort. Their scheme for covering the country with a network of 


swadeshi branches in order to popularise indigenous goods is both practical and 
beneficial, and should elicit a prompt and gratifying response. tats 
139. Referring to the Ptoneer’s article on Indian National Sentiment,” 
in which that journal is said to bear ungrudging 
eee 4 r Indian testimony to the revolution that has taken place in 
Indian national life, the Bengalss writes that this 
change has been coming on silently and steadily, but the authorities who have 
held aloof from the people knew little or nothing of it. It is only when a 
violent outburst of public feeling takes place, such as has been evoked by the 
partition of Bengal, that they realise something of the magnitude of the change 
and in their bewilderment ask, as one of the greatest and most far-sighted of 
them did in 1884, if it be real, what does it mean? The meaning is there 
for those who have eyes to: see and ears to hear. A deep national sentiment 
has been evoked—a nation is about to be born,” Hitherto the Government 
have treated public opinion “ with indifference and undignified contempt,” and 
the question now is whether the announcement of the Pioneer will lead toa 
change of policy. If not, the people will drift away from the Government, 
and this will create a plentiful harvest of trouble. | 3 
140. The Indian A roe that 2 N pone will — — 
f the meetings that are being held in different 8 
The swadeshi movement, af the province for the furtherance of the swadesht 
movement, as the present is the time for deeds, not words. In this connection 
the journal mentions that at present there isa movement afoot for students to 
hawk swadeshi articles in the streets of Calcutta and sell them at cost price. 
The journal questions the advisability of employing students for this purpose; 
but declares that there can be no question as to the utility of such a movement. 
If swadesht goods are taken to the very doors of the people and offered at pani 
rates, the inconvenience they now suffer owing to the inaccessibility of such 
goods and the high prices prevailing, would be removed. In order to keep 
alive the swadeshi spirit there must not only be an abundant, supply of 
indigenous articles, but they must be offered at reduced pries. 


¢ 


141. In an article headed 


n 
Official deterioration. longer 


in that the rulers think that they 


brute force, 
7 that b 


but they had 
gun Beth ale If the | ey 

jon before us. 0 i 
—— of British rule without sdoptia : violent or illegal · methods. If there is 
such a way; well, why do not people low it? Because there is the want of 
will—the will of the bulk or of the leaders. The rulers, who adopt brute force 
for the purpose of India, are strengthening that will day by day. Every 
act of violence on the part of the short-sighted statesmen in In 


ia favours the 


growth of that will, and the partition of Bengal and the way the new Province 
has been governed have done it in a great measure.“ 


interests of the country, but the most thorough and successful way of relieving 
India of the evils of bureauc would for the people not to . 
among themselves and to avoid law courts. Government would thus lose its 
stamp revenue and other lucrative sources of income, but it is the ‘ Bengali 
Babus” who are opposed to this system of boycott as it would lead to their 
being swept out of the service of Government. How did they manage to exist 
in pre-British days? Did they not live as weavers, braziers, eto., eto. ? Let 
them therefore revert to their old means of livelihood and the swadesht move- 
ment is likely to help them greatly. Above all, let them not resort to law 
cours | 151 EE 
142, The Behar Herald complains that Government seldom takes notice 
V of official vagaries except when it is forced to do 
Con diement ee sintentions fF so by the agitation set up in the Native Press. 

Even in the worst cases, Government is content 
with slightly censuring the offender. Severer punishment is absolutely 
necessary ; and if European officials were made to feel that their ar ots of 
advancement would be seriously retarded, if not jeopardised, by offensive 


conduct, a great improvement would rapidly take place. Too many European 


officials seem quite unable to understand that it is possible for them to be firm 
without being ‘insolent and rude,’ while, on the other hand, many difficulties 
that confront the Government would be removed if Indians were treated better: 
No people like to be subject to a foreign power, and it should therefore be the 
object and policy of the British Government in India to make the ‘yoke as light 
and as easy as possible. It is also to the interests of European. officials 


themselves to make friends with the natives, as an intimate acquaintance with 


their habits, manners and customs, their aspirations and traditions, is essential 
to successful administration. eins eee “sa 8, 
143. The Amrita Bazar Pairika considers that the history of the agita- 
tion cannot be properly comprehended if the 
events are not arranged in two distinct chapters, 
the one ending with the 16th of October 1905, and the other commencing 
after that memorable date. It is the first that contains the period of greatest 
activity among the people. All Bengal was astir, and 8 was hardly a 
hamlet where the blow had not been felt and earnestly resented. In their 


Repression in the new Province. 


utter helplessness, the people took a solemn vow to regenerate their decayed 


industries and to eschew foreign manufactures “as far as possible.” Consider- 
able excitement, which ie itself in mass meetings, processions, etc., 
bee i = 28 this, 55 Fran measures were N by oe 
ment, as rzon, who fathe me, recognised ure 
Constitutional nature of the } itation. . * 
= The second chapter would have been a very different one had Sir B. 
uller approached his official responsibilities like a true statesman. The 
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new régime was inaugurated by the proclamation of a crusade against ‘school 
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a * 3 „ and the fact that the people were declared by Sir B. Ful 
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children’ and further marred by the adoption of questionable tacts 
ing a division between Hindus and Muhammedans, prinoee — i . 


repressive acts were ated in order to bring about its downfall, ‘on 
such ings have been ‘fully justified” despite the constitutional. 


himself to have had a just grievance ? yar 4 3 
144. The Bengalee urges that, in order to establish the dirs i 


2 a firm * it is absolutely n 
e e cigarettes er, 2 in the case of 
manufactured in India, the to used is very seldom Indian. 


consumption of American s has, the jo 
resumed, and it is doubtful whether the biri is as popular now as it was a few 
months ago. The labouring classes have adhered to the swadeshi vow, but 
the richer classes have not. It should be the duty of every Lens Bengali 


to see that this oldest of Indian industries recently rehabilitated by the 
swadeshi movement is not killed by foreign competition. 

145, Referring to the considerable decline in the number of labourers 
11 recruited in the Chota Nagpur Division for the 

warning te tea-planten, tea-gardens in Assam, the Bengalee observes that 
a labour scarcity would prove a disaster to the tea industry, and suggests that 
the planters should agitate fora “readjustment of provincial — 80 
as to bring Chota Nagpur and Assam under one and the same administration. 
The only feasible scheme to bring about such an amalgamation would be to 


separate Orissa and Bihar from Bengal, and to add to Bengal the whole of 


the new Province.“ 


146. It is interesting to the Bengales to note that while the correspon- 
n dents of the Times and other ‘leading ” English 
eS ae journals are predicting the early collapse of the 
gg agitation, the Zribune publishes a telegram, dated the 14th January 
it, from its Calcutta correspondent, announcing that Lord Minto’s pronounce- 
ment on the partition question is 22 fresh agitation, and that the “boycott 
movement will certainly be strengthened.” 
One of the reasons urged by Lord Curzon against the postponement of 
the partition was that, when once the measure become a Jait accompli, 
the agitation it aroused would speedily subside, Events have shown whether 
the agitation has subsided, alth the scheme has been carried into effect, 
The excitement of the people is unabated, and the agitation is being carried 
on as actively as ever. The Government is practically forcing the people to 
continue the fight, and the more they are persecuted, the stronger will be 
their opposition. ae, | | 
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